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Geography 218—A01 
Social & Cultural Geography 

University of Victoria 
Spring 2018 

 
 
Instructor:  Reuben S. Rose-Redwood, Ph.D. 
Office:   Turpin Building, Room B354 
Telephone:  (250)-721-7331 
Email:   redwood@uvic.ca 
 
Office hours:  Mondays & Thursdays, 11:50am—12:45pm, or by appointment 
Course time:  Mondays & Thursdays, 1:00pm—2:20pm 
Course location: Cornett Building, Room A121  
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Welcome to Geography 218! The aim of this course is to provide an introduction to the fields of 
social and cultural geography. Over the course of the semester, we will examine the major themes 
of social and cultural geographical scholarship, with a particular focus on the interpretation of 
cultural landscapes, place-making, and the contested nature of social identities. The study of social 
and cultural geography entails more than simply exploring the “exotic” and “far-away” as cultural 
curiosities. Rather, it calls upon us to rethink the everyday spaces within which we construct our 
own geographical imaginations as well as how cultural practices intersect with the broader 
structures of social power. By focusing on the key concepts of “cultural landscape,” “social space,” 
and “sense of place,” human geographers explore how such spaces often become the site of social 
struggles over meaning, memory, identity, embodied practices, and the very formation of our 
geographical imaginations. In this class, we shall therefore explore the cultural politics of 
landscape and the spatial struggles over social space.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

• Provide a broad overview of the key concepts and approaches in social and cultural 
geography. 

• Examine the contested politics of place-making as a social and cultural practice. 
• Explore the relations between social identity and the production of geographical space.
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• Improve competency in interpreting scholarly literature in social and cultural geography 
and enhance research skills by writing an academic paper.  

 
COURSE FORMAT 
 
The course format consists of lecture sessions during the regularly scheduled meeting time for this 
class (M/R, 1:00pm—2:20pm) as well as lab sessions that meet on different days depending on 
the course section number. For the most part, lab sessions will be held at two-week intervals, with 
the first lab meeting during Week 2 (see Course Schedule below for a full listing of the weeks that 



 3 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Midterm Exam (20%) and Final Exam (25%) 
The course will have a midterm exam and a final exam. Each exam will consist of a combination 
of multiple-choice and short essay questions. The final exam will be cumulative and held during 
the regular final exam period. 
 
Place-Making Research Paper (25%) 
In this class, we will be exploring how “places” are socially produced and performatively enacted 
through a variety of place-making practices. The making of “place” is often a highly contested 
process, especially when there are competing visions and claims over space. The aim of the Place-
Making Research Paper is to provide the opportunity for each student to examine a particular case 
study of place-making from anywhere around the world. 
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1.  Introduction (approx. 1 page) 

Introduce the goal and objectives of the paper in this short section. 
 
2. Section that reviews academic geography literature on broad theme of 

relevance to your research topic (approx. 3 pages)   
For instance, if you were to write a paper on a particular case study of a 
dispute over a street name in New York City, this section would review the 
geographic literature on the cultural politics of street naming more 
generally without getting into the details of the New York case study.  

 
3.  Section that examines the details of the case study topic itself drawing upon 

popular media sources and relevant academic literature (approx. 5 pages)  
In this section, provide a descriptive account and critical analysis of the 
case study you have chosen to investigate drawing upon relevant media 
sources, etc. 

 
4.  Conclusion (approx. 1 page) 

In this concluding section, provide a summary of your main arguments and 
discuss how your analysis of the case study contributes to the broader 
literature in social and cultural geography. 

 
For both in-text citations and your bibliography, please use the instructions on the 
following website to follow proper APA citation format:  
 http://www.library.mun.ca/guides/howto/apa.php 

 
Note: all images, maps, photographs, etc., should be listed with appropriate reference 
numbers (e.g., Figure 1, Figure 2, etc.) in an appendix at the end of the paper, not within 
the text itself, although you should make direct reference to each figure in the body of the 
essay, by saying “(Figure 1),” etc., at the end of a sentence just as you would for in-text 
citations. Make sure to also include a “figure caption” that describes the content of each 
figure that is placed directly below the image. 

 
5) Deadline for submitting the paper: The paper should be submitted at the start of class on 

Thursday, April 5. Please note that absolutely no late papers will be accepted. Exceptions 
will be made only if the student and course instructor have made special arrangements prior 
to the due date to accommodate any legitimate university-excused absences or for a 
medical emergency. [Note: Make absolutely sure to include your name, lab instructor’s 
name, and lab section on the first page of your paper.]  

 
Lab Assignments (20%) 
There will be a total of 6 labs over the course of the semester. Students will be evaluated based 
upon lab assignments. For further details, see the GEOG 218 Lab Manual, which is accessible on 
CourseSpaces. (Note: In order to get a passing grade in the course as a whole, each student must 
have a passing grade in the Lab component of the course, which consists of a combinatino of Lab 
Assignments and Lab Attendance/Participation). 
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Class Attendance (5%) & Lab Attendance/Participation (5%) 
Attendance will be taken during each lab session as well as periodically during lectures throughout 
the semester, so it is expected that students will attend lectures and labs on a regular basis. Each 
student will also be evaluated based on their level of active participation in group discussions. 
  
OFFICE HOURS 
I strongly encourage you to come to my office hours. As the course instructor, my main goal is to 
help you learn, so if you have any questions about the material, or the class in general, you are 
more than welcome to come speak with me during office hours. If you are not available during 
that time, email me to set up an appointment. 
 
EMAIL 
Send all email to me or your lab instructor using the email address listed on the first page of the 
syllabus or that provided by your lab instructor. Please include the course number (GEOG 218) in 
the email subject title. We will do our best to respond promptly to your questions. If you have a 
question concerning your course grade, please speak with your lab instructor during office hours 
rather than via email. 
 
UVIC’S ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY 
Academic integrity requires commitment to the values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and 
responsibility. It is expected that students, faculty members, and staff at the University of Victoria, 
as members of an intellectual community, will adhere to these ethical values in all activities related 
to learning, teaching, research, and service. Any action that contravenes this standard, including 
misrepresentation, falsification, or deception, undermines the intention and worth of scholarly 
work and violates the fundamental academic rights of members of our community. This policy is 
designed to ensure that the university’s standards are upheld in a fair and transparent fashion 
(http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2015-01/FACS/UnIn/UARe/PoAcI.html). 
 
PLAGIARISM 
All class assignments should be prepared by the student(s) submitting the assignment. Plagiarism, 
or any other form of academic dishonesty, will not be tolerated in this course. Plagiarism consists 
of: (a) submitting someone else’s work as your own without the use of proper citation or (b) 
paraphrasing another’s ideas without acknowledging the author’s work through citation. The use 
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COURSE EXPERIENCE SURVEYS (CES) 
I value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term, as in all other courses at UVic, you 
will have the opportunity to complete an anonymous survey regarding your learning experience 
(CES). The survey is vital to providing feedback to me regarding the course and my teaching, as 
well as to help the department improve the overall program for students in the future. The survey 
is accessed via MyPage and can be done on your laptop, tablet, or mobile device. I will remind 
you and provide you with more detailed information nearer the time but please be thinking about 
this important activity during the course.   
 
UVIC POSITIVITY AND SAFETY STATEMENT 
The University of Victoria is committed to promoting, providing and protecting a positive and safe 
learning and working environment for all its members. 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
Below is the course schedule of readings and assignments for the entire semester. I will do my best 
to stick to this schedule, although I do reserve the right to make changes if necessary.  
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Week 4 (LAB 2: Fieldtrip: Street art at the Wildfire Bakery) 
Note: 1-page research proposal due in lab this week. 
Monday, January 22: Rewriting the landscape: culture jamming and graffiti as spatial inscription  
Readings 
McAuliffe, C. and K. Iveson (2011), “Art and Crime (and Other Things Besides …): 
 Conceptualising Graffiti in the City,” Geography Compass, 5(3): 128-143.  
 
Thursday, January 25: Geographies of public art and architecture 
Readings 
Lees, L. (2001), “Towards a Critical Geography of Architecture: The Case of an Ersatz 
 Colosseum,” Ecumene, 8(1): 51-86. 
 
* Note: Make sure to read Lees’s “Towards a Critical Geography of Architecture” and 
Mitchell’s “New Axioms for Reading the Landscape” before the next class on Monday, 
January 29, since we will be discussing these readings in class. 
 
 
Week 5 
Monday, January 29: In-class activity—discussion of Lees’s “Towards a Critical Geography of 
Architecture” and Mitchell’s “New Axioms for Reading the Landscape” 
Readings 
Mitchell, D.
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Week 8  
Monday, February 19: Race, space, and the cultural politics of social identity 
Readings 
Neely, B. and Samura, M. (2011), “Social Geographies of Race: Connecting Race and Space,” 

Ethnic and Racial Studies 34(11): 1933-1952.  
 
Thursday, February 22: Gender, place, and culture 
Readings 
Collard, R-C. (2012), “Cougar Figures, Gender, and the Performances of Predation,” Gender, 

Place & Culture 19(4): 518-540. 
 
 
Week 9 (LAB 4: Gendered spaces in Victoria) 
Monday, February 26: Guest lecture, Jen Mateer, “Geographies of Gender in India” 
No readings assigned. 
 
Thursday, March 1: Social geographies of the lifecourse 
Readings 
Nemeth, J. (2006), “Conflict, Exclusion, Relocation: Skateboarding and Public Space,” Journal
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Thursday, March 22: Tourism, culture, and the geographical imagination   
Readings 
Jenkins, O. (2003), “Photography and Travel Brochures: The Circle of Representation,” Tourism 
 Geographies 5(3): 305-328. 
 
 
Week 13 (LAB 6: Place-making research paper presentations) 
Monday, March 26: Doing social & cultural geography I: methods, ethics, politics 
Readings 
Longhurst, R. (2009), “Interviews: In-Depth, Semi-Structured,” in N. Thrift and R. Kitchin
 (Eds.), 


